
5/14/2020 Symbiosis Law School Mail - Reminder - Two Day National Seminar on “Discourses of Human Trafficking: Reflections on various pe…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik=4ca56833d6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar-474164733635510456&simpl=msg-a%3Ar-10376… 1/2

Bulkmail System <bulkmail@slsh.edu.in>

Reminder - Two Day National Seminar on “Discourses of Human Trafficking:
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Bulkmail System <bulkmail@slsh.edu.in> Fri, Feb 7, 2020 at 2:25 PM
To: allstudentsbatch2015@slsh.edu.in, allstudentsbatch2016@slsh.edu.in, allstudentsbatch2017@slsh.edu.in,
allstudentsbatch2018@slsh.edu.in, allstudentsbatch2019@slsh.edu.in
Cc: Priyanka Mohod <priyanka.mohod@slsh.edu.in>

Dear Students,

Warm and Pleasant Greetings from the Centre for Gender Studies!

Millions of human beings particularly women and children have been trafficked from one place to another. It is a trade which
involves the buying and selling in human being for the purpose for forced labor which could include: domestic servitude, bonded
labor, commercial sexual exploitation, forced marriage, forced surrogacy, organ trafficking. It is the worst form of human rights
violation.

To fulfill the objective of making society aware of trafficking and the preventive measures thereon, the Centre for Gender
Studies of Symbiosis Law School Hyderabad, is conducting a  Two Day National Seminar on “Discourses of Human Traffick

ing: Reflections on various perspectives” on 8th and 9th February 2020.  

Students are requested to attend the Inaugural Ceremony on 8th February 2020 at the Auditorium. Please be seated in the
auditorium by 9:30 am.

Kindly make note of the fact that attendance is mandatory, 3 sessions of attendance will be granted for the Inaugural
Ceremony. Attendance will be taken using biometric machines, hence we urge the students to be present for the same.

In hope of your support to make the event a grand success!

For any queries, please contact:
Rachit Jain - 7993824289
Madhura - 8792332007
Kartik Bohra - 7222052488-- 
Thanks & Regards,

SYMBIOSIS LAW SCHOOL, HYDERABAD
Survey Number 292, Off Bangalore Highway
Village: Mamidipalle, Nandigama Mandal, 
District: Rangareddy
Hyderabad 509217  (Telangana), India
Website: www.slsh.edu.in
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(Established under Section 3 of the UGC Act 1956, 
Re-Accredited by NAAC with “A” Grade (3.58/4) I Awarded Category -I by UGC

SYMBIOSIS LAW SCHOOL, HYDERABAD
Symbiosis International (Deemed University), Pune.

National Seminar On
“Discourses of Human Trafficking:  

Reflections on various perspectives”
8th & 9th February, 2020

Organized By

Centre for Gender Studies, Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad 
in collaboration with 

Centre for Women's Studies, University of Hyderabad

Symbiosis	Law	School,	Hyderabad
Survey No. 292, Off Bangalore Highway, Village: Mamidipalle, Mandal: Nandigama,  Hyderabad, Telangana 509217

Registration	Fee

Once the Abstract is selected, participants will be sent registration fee in Indian Rupees.

 Students/ Scholars – 700, Co- Author - 1000
 Professionals/Teachers – 1000, Co- Author – 1500
 For Internal Participants: 300, Co-Author- 500

*The	amount	is	inclusive	of	GST,
The	amount	paid	shall	include:	Breakfast,	Lunch,	High	tea 

Participants in need of accommodation can send an email. Accommodation shall be provided to the participants 
with separate charge subject to availability. 

Guideline	for	Paper	Submission	and	Presentation

The sessions will be grouped according to the theme of the paper. Each presenter will be given 10 minutes for the 
presentation of the paper. An open discussion shall be conducted after presentation of each paper. The paper 
presenters can make use of any suitable mode of presentation. It shall be upon the discretion of the author(s) to 
make use of PPT and send this on cgs@slsh.edu.in

Note*	-	The	abstract	and	the	paper	must	align	with	the	theme	of	the	seminar.	The	submission	must	be	an	original	and	
will	be	subjected	to	plagiarism	check.

Publication

All submitted seminar papers will be blind peer reviewed. The peer-reviewed papers will be published in a book 
form.

Organising	Committee

Chief	Patrons
Prof.( Dr.) Sarfaraz Ahemad Khan, Director Symbiosis Law School , Hyderabad

Prof. (Dr.) Rekha Pande, Head, Centre For Women's Studies, University of Hyderabad    

Patron
Dr. Anuradha Binnuri, Deputy Director, Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad. 

Research	and	Publication	Head
Prof. (Dr.) Sripathi Dwarakanath 

Convener
Dr. Priyanka R. Mohod ( Incharge of Centre for Gender Studies)

Students	Committee
Jyotsna Jnanashekar- Mob. 9573958637

Rachit Jain- Mob. 7993824289
Chiranshu Arora- Mob. 7337598157

IMPORTANT	DATES	
Last	date	for	abstract	submission	is,	15th	January,	2020.

Last	date	for	complete	paper	submission	31st	January,	2020

Last	date	for	registration	20th	January,	2020

Date	of	Seminar	8th	-	9th	February	2020

*
*
*

About	the	Institution		

“Symbiosis” means the interaction between two different organisms living in a close association. The idea of 
“Symbiosis” is nurtured on the Vedic principles of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” which means the 'World is One 
Family'. The institute has always believed in nurturing the young minds to make them ready for a better tomorrow. 
Reliance has been placed on a student-centric philosophy which leads to innovation in teaching and learning, 
student affairs, academic programs, and health care. Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad (SLS-H) was established in 
the year 2014 and has now successfully blossomed into one of the premier law schools. It has been catering to the 
higher education of diverse group of students inheriting splendid novelty, dynamism, and excellence. Symbiosis 
Law School, Hyderabad is founded on pillars of expertise, justice, service and is committed to impart quality legal 
education conforming to acclaimed International Standards.

About	the	Seminar

Millions of human beings particularly women and children have been traf�icked from one place to another. It is a 
trade which involves the buying and selling in human being for the purpose for forced labour which could include: 
domestic servitude bonded labour, commercial sexual exploitation, forced marriage, forced surrogacy, organ 
traf�icking. It is the worst forms of human rights violation. It induces deep physical and psychological trauma to the 
victims of traf�icking. It reduces victims to mere “commodities” to be bought, sold, transported and resold. Victims 
of human traf�icking suffer isolation and separation from families and communities, sometimes in places where 
they have no legal status or do not speak the language, make traf�icked victims especially vulnerable to exploitation 
by unscrupulous employers.

Therefore, the conceptualization of the phenomenon principally lies in the elements of 'force', 'coercion', 
'deception' 'lack of freedom, choice and agency'. Any recruitment which involves any of these elements therefore 
qualities as an act of human traf�icking. Further, women and children are disproportionately affected by the 
phenomenon of human traf�icking. They are one of the potential victims of sex traf�icking. It is the form of human 
traf�icking which has been historically addressed both by national and international legal instruments. It is the �irst 
form of traf�icking that was identi�ied and addressed by legal instruments. Further, signi�icant efforts have been 
made to address and combat the problem of human traf�icking.

Poverty, unemployment, political turmoil, natural calamities, con�licts are some of the primary causes that results 
in traf�icking in human beings. These selling and buying of human beings as lucrative merchandise henceforth 
results in serious loss of self of the traf�icked individual. It gives to physical and mental suffering the victim of 
traf�icking.

Therefore, to encapsulate the complex phenomenon of human traf�icking requires contextualization, examination 
and analysis. Comprehensive research �indings are one of the primary ways to address the problem of human 
traf�icking. Research on human traf�icking would enable designing and drafting ef�icient anti-traf�icking 
mechanism. Although robust legal mechanisms exist, however the problem is persistently increasing at a higher 
rate.

The discourse on human traf�icking consists of various theoretical and practical approaches. These approaches 
require critical, analytical and feminist analysis. Therefore, keeping this in purview the present seminar would call 
for papers which would be based on �ield as well as the available literatures human traf�icking.

Themes 

The primary objectives of the Seminar are to, conceptualize and critically analyze the various dimensions of human 
traf�icking. Some of the themes under which the seminar will be organized as follows,

 1.    Theoretical Perspectives on human traf�icking
 2.    History of human traf�icking
 3.    Modes to combat traf�icking
 4.    Child sex traf�icking and sexual abuse
 5.    Traf�icking and Law
 6.    Traf�icking in different states  India
 7.    Mass media and new media in human traf�icking
 8.    The role of government, NGO's  in combating human traf�icking
 9.    Anti traf�icking efforts
 10.  Addressing the demand for traf�icking

The list of sub-themes mentioned above is only subjective and not exhaustive. The papers can be submitted related 
to the broad areas of the theme of the Seminar.

Objectives 
 
The seminar will explore a multi-disciplinary approach to the various dimensions of traf�icking. It will explore 
regional partnerships, identi�ication and recovery for victims of human traf�icking in India and Abroad.  This 
seminar is dedicated to bringing together a signi�icant number of diverse scholarly events for presentation within
the seminar program. This seminar is open to academicians, students, teachers, practitioners, the general public 
and an opportunity for concerned citizens, victim service providers, public, legal and medical professionals, law 
enforcement and government agencies, social workers, embassy and consulate staff, faith and business leaders to 
be informed and congregate to support rights for victims and survivors.

Venue

Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad, Survey No. 292, Off Bangalore Highway Village: Mamidipalle, Mandal 
Nandigama, Hyderabad, Telangana 509217.

Call	for	Papers

Prospective authors are kindly encouraged to contribute to and help shape the seminar through submissions of 
their research abstracts and papers. Also, high quality research contributions describing original and unpublished 
results of conceptual, constructive, empirical, experimental, or theoretical work in all areas of Human Traf�icking, 
Slavery and Exploitation are cordially invited to cgs@slsh.edu.in

Guidelines	for	Authors

Please ensure your submission meets the seminar strict guidelines for accepting scholarly papers. The style for the 
paper is in MLA format. https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format
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National Seminar on “Discourses of Human Trafficking: Reflections on 

various perspectives 
 

PROFILE OF THE INVITEES 

 

1. Chief Guest: Rtd. Justice Nadira Patherya:  

 
Born on November 19, 1956. Passed B.A. and LL.B. from the University of Calcutta. 

Was enrolled as an Advocate on June 6, 1983. Practised mainly in the High Court at 

Calcutta and also in the Supreme Court of India, High Court of Orissa, High Court at 

Patna and High Court of Jharkhand. Practised in Civil, Labour, Company, Arbitration 

and Constitutional matters. Specialised in Civil and Constitutional Laws. Was elevated 

to the Bench of the High Court at Calcutta as a permanent Judge on June 22, 2006. 

 

2. Guest of Honour: P.M. Nair, IPS:   

IPS Former Director General, National Disaster Response Force & Civil Defence, 

Govt. of India. 

Dr. P M Nair, IPS (Retd), is the former Director General, National Disaster Response 

Force & Civil Defence, Govt. of India, New Delhi, Dr. Nair has handled several crimes 

including Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination, International Arms Drop at Purulia, Sanjay 

Ghose abduction etc.. Dr. Nair served the National Human Rights Commission as its 

Nodal Officer, Anti-Human Trafficking. As Project Coordinator, Anti-Human 

Trafficking, with the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), New Delhi, Dr. Nair 

carried out training of more than 11,000 police officials and prosecutors across India 

and set up nine Anti-Human Trafficking Units 

3. Guest of Honour: Dr. Gangotri Chakraborty:  

She is presently working as a Professor of Law, University of North Bengal. She won 

award for Academic Excellence given by Society of Indian Law Firms & Bar 

Association of Supreme Court, 2009. 

 

 

 

 



Special Guest: Mahesh Bhagwat, IPS, Commissioner of Police 

Mahesh Bhagwat who currently serves as the first Commissioner of Police of 

Rachakonda, a police commissionerate in India’s Telangana state that covers more than 

four million residents, has demonstrated remarkable commitment to the fight against 

human trafficking for the last 13 years. He has participated in anti-trafficking operations 

that have removed hundreds of victims from situations of trafficking and, with the help 

of other government departments and civil society organizations, has ensured their 

placement in support programs. 

 

Mr. Bhagwat’s dedication to the fight against human trafficking is exemplified by his 

innovative and highly effective approach to investigating cases and his success in 

dismantling trafficking operations within his command areas. He has pioneered the use 

of legal provisions to close sites where human trafficking is known to occur. Under his 

command, Rachakonda police closed 25 brothels—five hotels and 20 residential 

apartments—in less than a year and participated in one of the largest crackdowns on 

labor trafficking in the country, which led to the identification and removal of more 

than 350 children forced to work in brick kilns.  In addition to being a central figure in 

trafficking deterrence efforts, Mr. Bhagwat also constantly pushes for human 

trafficking to be a top priority for the Telangana state of India.  

4.   Special Guest: Dr. Geraldine Forbes 

Professor Geraldine Forbes is a Distinguished Teaching Professor at the department of 

history, State University of New York Oswego. Professor Forbes earned her B.Ed. from 

the University of Alberta. She earned her Master's degree and Ph.D. in history from the 

University of Illinois. Professor Forbes began her research in Bengal over three decades 

ago. Her first book, "Positivism in Bengal" was selected for the Rabindra Puraskar. She 

has extensively written on history and lives of Indian women. Her publication includes 

"Shudha Mazumdar: Memoirs of an Indian Woman" (1989), "Manmohini Zutshi 

Sahgal: An Indian Freedom Fighter Recalls her Life" (1994), "Women in Modern 

India" (1996), for the New Cambridge History of India, and "Women in colonial India: 

Essays on Politics, Medicine and Historiography" (2005). Her most recent book, 

"Because I am a Woman": Child Widow: A Memoir from Colonial India" (2010), with 

Tapan Raychaudhuri, is the translated and edited memoirs of Hamabati Sen.  

 

 

 



5. Key-note speaker: Ruchira Gupta:  

Ruchira Gupta is a writer, feminist campaigner, teacher, and community organizer of 

women across the world and particularly in red-light areas and in caste-ghettoes 

suffering from inter-generational prostitution in India. She is the founder of ApneAap 

Women Worldwide (www.apneaap.org), a grassroots movement to end sex-trafficking 

in India. She has designed and teaches a course on human trafficking at New York 

University. She writes columns for The Telegraph, Outlook, The Guardian, CNN, New 

York Times, Hindu and Jansatta. She has won an Emmy for her documentary, The 

Selling of Innocents and the Clinton Global Citizen Award for her work to end sex 

trafficking globally. She has testified to the United States Senate for the passage of the 

Trafficking Victims Protection Act, addressed the UN General Assembly on human 

trafficking for the creation of the Trafficking Survivor Fund, and this past year she was 

instrumental in the passage of India’s new anti-rape laws that also criminalize the 

process of trafficking, the first of its kind in her country.  Gupta began her career as a 

journalist, working for The Telegraph Newspaper (Kolkata, India), The Sunday 

Observer (Kolkata, India), Business India Magazine (Delhi, India), and British 

Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) South Asia (Delhi, India). During her journalism 

career she extensively covered women's rights, armed struggles in the north-east of 

India, caste conflict, and minority issues. She continues to write extensively on sex 

trafficking and women's rights issues for Open Democracy, Pass Blue, CNN, Times of 

India, The Hindu, The Guardian, among others.  She then moved on to the United 

Nations, where she worked with the governments of Iran, Nepal, Thailand, Cambodia, 

Laos, Vietnam, Myanmar, Indonesia, Kosovo, and the Philippines. She supported some 

of these countries to develop National Action Plans and laws against human trafficking.  

She has written two manuals on combating trafficking for law enforcement and 

prosecutors, supported by UNODC and UNIFEM. Gupta also served as 

a UNICEF contact in October 2000 for the first-ever gathering of Messengers of 

Peace and Goodwill Ambassadors.  
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Report on the National Seminar on “Discourses of Human Trafficking: 

Reflections on various perspectives” conducted on 8th and 9th February 

2020 

The very first Plenary Session of the Two Day National Seminar took place on the 8th of 

February, 2019 at 1:30 pm. The session was kickstarted by the Director of Symbiosis Law 

School, Hyderabad Prof (Dr.) Sarfaraz Ahmed Khan, who presented his paper which focused 

on the ideology and the rhetoric behind the Nirbhaya gangrape case. He spoke of the system 

that had allowed such an incident to happen and the mindset of the perpetrators, that paves the 

way for not just such incidents but also plays a part in the proliferation of human trafficking. 

The next presenter was Prof (Dr.) Gangotri Chakraborty from West Bengal, who emphasised 

mostly on the incidence of human trafficking in Bengal, especially Kolkata. The third speaker 

was Dr. P.M. Nair, a retired IPS Officer who has dealt with several cases such as the Rajiv 

Gandhi Assassination. The topic of his research paper was “Victim Damage Assessment on 

Human Trafficking Crimes and its Role in the Criminal Justice System: A Victimological 

Understanding” and he spoke about the depths that human trafficking has reached in our every 

day lives and the surprising places where it has managed to spread its poison. Then Prof (Dr.) 

Geraldine Forbes from Emerita Department of History, State University of New York, Oswego 

spoke about human trafficking from the perspective of a historian and gave a detailed 

background of the topic. The final speaker of Plenary Session I was Meera Raghavendra who 

is the Director and Secretary, Women’s Initiatives. She ended the session by talking about 

police action in helping to tackle human trafficking and the challenges and prospects ahead. 

The next session was a technical session where participants from around the country presented 

their paper on human trafficking and gave their insights on helping to resolve the issue.  

 

 

 

 



The second Plenary Session on Discourses of Human Trafficking: Reflections on Various 

Perspectives took place on the 9th of February at 9:00 am.  The session was opened by Prof. 

(Dr.) Rekha Pande from the University of Hyderabad, who presented her paper on Trafficking 

and Commodification of Women’s Bodies for Sex Work – A Case Study from Telangana. As 

the name suggests, she focused her presentation on human trafficking in the state of Telangana. 

The next presenter was Prof. (Dr.) Shamita Sarkar from Vidyasagar University who spoke 

about women trafficking in Bangladesh and also about the border line perspective and 

predicaments. She was followed by Dr. Sawmya Ray who is an Associate Professor at IIT, 

Guwahati and she spoke about gender bias in Assam and how people’s stereotypes had 

strengthened the human trafficking network. Her paper was titled Interrogating 

Heteronormativity, Reconstructing Reintegration: Narratives from lives of women in Sex 

Industries. The next presenter was Prof. (Dr.) Ajailiu Niumai from the University of 

Hyderabad, who gave a detailed insight on various incidents of human trafficking. She narrated 

many stories to give a human perspective to the issue. The sixth speaker was Dr. Nilanjana Ray 

from TISS, Hyderabad whose paper was titled Child Trafficking and Abuse: Moving from 

Offline to Online. She spoke about the effect that human trafficking has on the children and 

the difficulty of integrating them back into civilised society. Then, Dr. Sharon Menezes who 

is an Assistant Professor at TISS, Hyderabad whose paper was titled Women, Families and 

Communities Trafficking: Uncovering Stories of Distress, Crime and Resistance and gave the 

impact that human trafficking has on the families of the victims. The last speaker was Ms. 

Claire Adionyi from Strathmore Law School who her perspectives on human trafficking. She 

not just focused on India but also focused on her home country Kenya. 

Following this, the two Technical Sessions took place where the participants continued to 

present their papers on human trafficking. The event was ended by a Valedictory ceremony, 

where the guests were thanked for gracing the event with their presence. Then, various prizes 

were given to the best presenters of each session and the ceremony ended with Dr. Priyanka 

Mohod giving the Vote of Thanks. 
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